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Table 4: Stealth comprises an amorphous media
environment still under construction that pro-
poses the linking of many salvaged machines to
form a complex network for producing electronic
events. Perched on a covered tank seat that will
move forward and backward along a mechanized
track, a viewer will be able to manipulate the
behavior of a helicopter's target-sighting device,
within which a light-beam reflects off a rotating
prism. The preliminary design for this installation
suggests that the viewer's actions will affect cam-
eras located within a separate table-unit. The
cameras move on miniature tracks to navigate
through the inside of a separate machine that
was originally used for manufacturing computer
chips. The visual information of this machine's cir-
cuitry will be projected onto a nearby screen. In
short, viewers' actions are meant to trigger minia-
ture robotic devices that will relocate cameras
within the table and alter images corresponding
to the tiny sequence of events.

Vasulka intends to explore the notion of inter-
activity in Table 4 by using the viewer's impact
on this electro-mechanical system to produce both

motivated and arbitrary sequences of electronic
events. When framed both as an engagement
with the operation of the installation as well as a
superfluous exchange of coincidental responses,
his attempt to produce an interactive cybernetic
network incorporates various strategies for estab-
lishing communication between machine and
human processes. At present, the elusive project
of actuating a meaningful machine-human trans-
ference can only be apprehended by technical
specialists who, in dialogue with machines in an
operational language, search for ways to grasp
the electronic means for composing intelligent
behaviors. Because of the seeming impossibility
of intelligent interactivity, few people are willing
to step so boldly as Vasulka into the arena of
unscripted cybernetic interaction. The installation
in progress aims to preserve the operational log-
ics that emerge from creative participation with
complex machinery linked electronically. = 73

The true subject of this work is the dilemma of the male in the twentieth century. —Woobpy

TABLE 4
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Still, the tables are perpetually oscillating—
being/Being—no more able to resolve their
dilemma than Heidegger was able to his. If the
philosopher’s self-acknowledged failure was the
inability to resolve being/Being, I don't think we
will find the same type of question resolved in the
oscillation of building/machine. What I do think
we find, and I think it very important, is the
manipulation of machine and electronics into
architecture—physical philosophical devices.

If you allow that Vasulka intentionally set up
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the oscillation and that the oscillation leads to
sets of binary questions (some already noted),
then the machinery/architecture of the tables is
also designed as intellectual/conceptual device.
The tables are tools for questioning. We arrive at
their perimeters to find them prosthetic exten-
sions for thinking. As such tools, I'm using them
to prompt debate on architecture as reality/per-
ception, mask/mascue, sign/semiotic, self/master,
and electronics as a conceptual site for an explo-
ration of Space. = 75
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roscope experiments for Table 4: Stealth
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AT THE WILDERNESS

INTERFACE

BETWEEN MECHANISM
AND ORGANISM

ALL SORTS OF
INTERESTING THINGS
APPEAR.
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In Plato's Phaedrus, Socrates tells of a king of Egypt, named Thamus, who passed harsh
judgment on the invention of writing offered to him by a divinity named Theuth:

If men learn this, it will implant forgetfulness in their souls: they will cease to exer-
cise memory because they rely on that which is written, calling things to remem-
brance no longer from within themselves, but by means of external marks; what
you have discovered is a recipe not for memory, but for reminder. And it is no true
wisdom that you offer your disciples, but only its semblance; for by telling them of
many things without teaching them you will make them seem to know much, while
for the most part they know nothing; and as men filled, not with wisdom, but with
the conceit of wisdom, they will be a burden to their fellows.

(Thamus's remarks address a cartoon recently seen in the New Yorker, in which a
woman says to her male companion: “If this is the Information Age, why is it that
nobody knows anything?”) = 101

Aaron Davidson constructing Table 4: Stealth.
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